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true,  that   economical   principles,  which   are  the
guardians  of this  country,  are  already very  sen-
sibly   on   the    decline.     The   service   is.   more
expensive,  the houses of princes more- numerous,
the   stahles   are   better  filled, pensions   are   mul-
tiplied,    arrangements,   more    costly,,   salaries    of
ambassadors   almost  doubled,, the   manners   more
elegant, &c.    The greatest part of these expenses
was necessary-     The real misfortune is that there
is no care taken for the proportionate increase of
the   revenue   by   slow,   but    certainly   productive,
means ;   and that they seem not to suppose there
will be any deficiency,, which will at length make
an  immense  error  in  the sum  total ^   so that,
without war,, a long reign, may see the end of the
treasury, should the present measures be pursued.
It is not  the prodigality of pomp which excites
murmurs.   It is a prodigality in contrast to the per-
sonal avarice of the King which is to be dreaded.
It   is    an   insemsible,   but   a   continual   wasting.
Hitherto the evil is inconsiderable,, and, no> doubt,
does not strike any person ; but I begin to under-
stand   the  country in   the whole, and I perceive
these things  more  distinctly than. I cam describe. unfortunately, incapable of looking far
